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Reconstructive Neurosurgery:
Surgical Re-Engineering of the Damaged Brain and Spinal Cord

Yoichi Katayama
Vice-President, Shonan University of Medical Sciences

Advances in stereotactic and functional neurosurgery during the second half of 20" Century have opened up an
important new area in which collaboration between neurosurgeons and specialists in neurorehabilitation provides
benefits for the control of a wide variety of disabilities caused by the damaged nervous system. It was for this
reason that the Neurorehabilitation and Reconstructive Neurosurgery Committee was established within the World
Federation of Neurosurgical Societies (WFSN) in 2000. Furthermore, the International Society for Reconstructive
Neurosurgery (ISRN) was founded in 2005, in order to facilitate more the contribution of neurosurgeons working
in the field of reconstruction of the nervous systems. The present paper summarizes briefly the history of this field
of endeavor and its rapid development in close association with relevant areas of neurosurgery.
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